
To:  Rhode Island Renewable Energy Fund Advisory Board

From: Nancy Selman

Date: August 2003

Re: Meeting Minutes for July 8, 2003

Next meeting dates:  Second Tuesday of every month.    8/12, 9/9, 10/14, 11/11, 12/9.

In attendance:  See attached Attendance List.

1) Draft Minutes for June– Changes to the backup rate letter were discussed.  In section on Fund

Raid, need to correct budget year from FY 2004 to FY 2003.  Minutes were accepted.

2) Fund Raid – SEO is paying all outstanding invoices before July 11 so that accrued expenses

are not paid out of the $2.5 million allocated by the legislature for FY 2003.  SEO is still in

the process of determining whether any of $4 million-plus transferred from Narragansett but

not spent as of June 30, 2003 can be carried over to FY 2003 budget.  If not, two other

options are to adjust the budget to reflect the $2.5 million allocation or to spend money

according to the budget approved by the Advisory Board earlier in the year and go into an

automatic red balance in FY 2003.  The SEO would need approval from the Department of

Administration (DOA) Budget Office to carry over money or go into the automatic red

balance.  Janice will be meeting with the Budget Office on July 9.

3) Wind RFI – Responses were received from Roger Williams University, Brown University,

Raytheon, Johnson & Wales University, Spinblade (a developer) in conjunction with the

Town of Portsmouth, Lorax, and the Rhode Island Design Studio.  A subcommittee was

formed consisting of Kurt Teichert, David Jacobson, Richard Michaud(?), and John Moskal

with assistance provided by Bob Grace and Nancy Selman.  Submittals were passed out to the

subcommittee members.  (Chris D’Ovidio joined the subcommittee after the meeting.)

4) PV RFP – The RFP has undergone external (by a number of industry “experts”) and legal

review, and these comments will be incorporated into the final document.  The SEO would

like to have the RFP circulated as soon as possible.

5) Million Solar Roofs – SEO requested a letter of support from the Advisory Board to attach to

a grant proposal to US DOE for the Million Solar Roofs program.  The Advisory Board

approved the letter of support.

6) Energetech – The Fund is in discussions with the Energetech wave energy developer over

how the capital will be raised for development and construction (see June 2003 Meeting

Minutes for background).  Consultant will review model and talk to MA Fund regarding this

issue.  A suggestion was made to find out how the project in Australia was financed.  Support

for the project was expressed by several Advisory Board members.

7) Save the Bay – Save the Bay wants to install 21 kW of PV at their new facility at Fields

Point, not 8 to 10 kW as previous approved by the Advisory Board.
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8) Backup rate letter – Janice suggested talking to Mike Ryan of Narragansett before the letter is

sent to the PUC.  Some additional background was supplied by Tech RI:  Narragansett has an

agreement with Tech RI (March 2000, docket 1930) to review applications by proposed co-

generators for backup rate relief on a case by case basis, make a cost of service study for each

case, and provide a revised backup rate subject to PUC approval.  There was a lot of

discussion over whether the Commission would have to have a hearing based on the request

expressed in the letter that 3 MW of renewables be exempted from backup rates.  The answer

is that most likely there would have to be hearings.  Comments on the letter:  assertion that

backup rate is onerous should be removed, and the letter should be explicit about self-

generators who have made an economic study and have found that backup rates are

preventing them from installing renewable generation.

9) Small Wind Incentives – The Advisory Board voted to remove 50% cap on the incentive.  A

list  of requirements for providing the grant will be developed for the purpose of helping to

ensure high quality installations (as an example, one requirement is engineering inspection of

the installation).

10) Think Energy – There was some discussion of the Think Energy proposal for follow on work

to their first contract, including comments that past contract should have produced more

concrete results, countered by the issue that in order to purchase green power a company has

to go outside the standard offer , which has risks.  It was expressed that it would be helpful to

have Think available to companies when they go out to bid for green power or renewable

systems and  to keep momentum going towards completed transactions in this sector.  It was

noted that Constellation is marketing a green power product to businesses in the Northeast

and that there is  Large Customer RFP money still available to RI businesses for green power

purchases.  The Advisory Board voted in favor of providing:

a) $50,000 total over 12 months, which could be revised if circumstances warranted:

i) $25,000 is to be allocated to getting actual projects completed, including PV, wind,

green power purchases, etc.; and

ii) $25,000 is to be allocated to general outreach activities to businesses.

11) Constellation - A suggestion was made to have Constellation make a presentation to the

Advisory Board about the green power product they are marketing to businesses in the

Northeast.

12) Groundrules for Meetings – Janice walked the Advisory Board through proposed

Groundrules which were adapted from the Greenhouse Gas Groundrules.  Changes were

discussed and made (see attached).  Language was added regarding conflict of interest, voting

quorums and voting majority.  It was discussed that certain members of the Advisory Board

do not attend meetings:  Pascoag, RI League, RI Builders.  Janice will ask them to step down,

and try to fill their seats with organizations that represent similar interests.

13) Trip to Hull Wind Turbine – An invitation to this event will be circulated.
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14) Publicity – Kate Canada brought up the need to advertise the successes of the Fund in light of

the Fund raid by the legislature.

15) Solar Works – Solar Works has submitted an invoice for equipment for the last 3 schools,

which will be drawn from pre-FY 2003 funds ($2.5 million), and paid once the engineering

for the Ponagansett and Gallagher schools is complete.  SEO will be putting out an RFP for a

new Solar on Schools installer for additional schools in FY 2003.

Decisions

1) A letter of support from the Fund Advisory Board will be attached to a grant proposal to US

DOE for the Million Solar Roofs program.

2) The Advisory Board voted to remove 50% cap on the incentive for small wind turbine

installations.

3) The Fund will contract with Think Energy for $50,000 total over 12 months for follow-on

services to its contract which will be completed in the Fall ( the last deliverable being a

workshop for universities.)

Actions/Followup

1) The SEO will continue its actions to try to keep money in the Fund that was transferred from

Narragansett at the end of 2002.  Janice has set up a meeting with the DOA Budget office.

2) A subcommittee will review responses to the Wind RFI.

3) The PV RFP will be circulated after incorporating comments from the lawyers.

4) Further discussions with the MA Fund and the Energetech developer will be held in order to

determine whether the company can reasonably raise capital requirements for development

and construction.

5) Further changes will be made to the backup rate letter (attached).

6) A letter will be sent to Think Energy informing Mark Crowdis of the contract award.

7) The groundrules will be edited and circulated (attached).  Advisory Board members who have

not attended meetings will be asked to participate or be replaced.

8) An RFP will be circulated to find a Solar on Schools contractor.
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Attendance

Armstrong, Tom

Buck, Roger

Condon, Pat

D’Ovidio, Christopher

Hartley, Doug

Hill, Michael

Howe, Tim

Jacobson, David

Lueker, Bill

McClanaghan, Janice

Moskal, John

Rose, Vin

Selman, Nancy

Stearns, Dave

Strouse-Canada, Kate

Teichert, Kurt

Vild, Bruce


